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Gambusia affinis - (Baird and Girard, 1853)

Western Mosquitofish ~
Unique Identifier: AFCNC02010 Got 'SIL
Informal Taxonomy: Animals, Vertebrates - Fishes
- Bony Fishes - Other Bony Fishes

Search for Images on Google

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family Genus

Animalia Craniata Actinopterygii Cyprinodontiformes Poeciliidae Gambusia

Genus Size: D - Medium to large genus (21+ species)

Concept Reference: Robins, C. R., et al. 1991. Common and scientific names of fishes from the United States and Canada. American
Fisheries Society, Special Publishing 20. 183 pp.

Concept Reference Code: B91ROBO1NAUS

Name Used in Concept Reference: Gambusia affinis

Taxonomic Comments: GAMBUSIA HOLBROOKI from east of the Mobile River formerly was regarded as a subspecies of G.
AFFINIS; HOLBROOKI was elevated to full species status by Wooten et al. (1988); this change was adopted in the 1991 AFS checklist
(Robins et al. 1991). Page and Burr (1991) retained HOLBROOKI as a subspecies of AFFINIS, noting intergradation in the Mobile Bay
basin. GAMBUSIA AFFINIS apparently hybridizes/intergrades with G. HOLBROOKI in some sites in the Chattahoochee and Savannah
river drainages (Lydeard et al. 1991).

Member of subgenus ARTHROPHALLUS, AFFINIS species group (Rauchenberger 1989). See Rauchenberger (1989) for a study of
the interrelationships of the subgenera and species groups within the genus GAMBUSIA. Some southwestern populations of G.
AFFINIS were regarded as a distinct species, G. SPECIOSA, by Rauchenberger (1989); Robins et al. (1991) viewed them as, at most,
a subspecies of AFFINIS.
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Conservation Status

NatureServe Status

Global Status: G5

Global Status Last Reviewed: 20Sep1996
Global Status Last Changed: 20Sep1996
Rounded Global Status: G5

Nation: United States

National Status:
N5

Nation: Canada

National Status:
NNR

U.S. & Canada State/Province Status
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