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Morone saxatilis - (Walbaum, 1792) 
Striped Bass
Unique Identifier: AFCQA01040
Informal Taxonomy: Animals, Vertebrates - Fishes 
- Bony Fishes - Other Bony Fishes 

Search for Images on Google

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family Genus

Animalia Craniata Actinopterygii Perciformes Percichthyidae Morone

Concept Reference: Robins, C. R., et al. 1991. Common and scientific names of fishes from the United States and Canada. American 
Fisheries Society, Special Publishing 20. 183 pp.
Concept Reference Code: B91ROB01NAUS
Name Used in Concept Reference: Morone saxatilis
Taxonomic Comments: Formerly placed in the genus ROCCUS. Distinct populations occur within Chesapeake Bay and in other 
areas (Chapman 1990). Wirgin et al. (1989) found unique mtDNA genotypes in the Apalachicola River system, suggesting the 
continued existence there of a maternal lineage of Gulf ancestry. The family Percichthyidae was recognized by Robins et al. (1991) as 
possibly polyphyletic but was retained for convenience. 

Conservation Status  

   NatureServe Status

Global Status: G5 
Global Status Last Reviewed: 20Sep1996 
Global Status Last Changed:  20Sep1996 
Rounded Global Status: G5

Nation: United States 

 
National Status: 
N5 

Nation: Canada 

 
National Status: 
N3? 

U.S. & Canada State/Province Status 

United 
States 

Alabama (S5), Arizona (SNA), Arkansas (SNA), California (SNA), Colorado (SNA), Connecticut (S3), 
Delaware (S5), District of Columbia (S4), Florida (SNR), Georgia (S5), Illinois (SNA), Indiana (SNA), 
Kansas (SNA), Kentucky (SNA), Louisiana (S4), Maine (S5), Maryland (S5), Massachusetts (SU), 
Mississippi (SH), Missouri (SNA), Navajo Nation (SNA), Nebraska (SNA), Nevada (SNA), New 
Hampshire (S4), New Jersey (S4), New Mexico (SNA), New York (S4), North Carolina (S4), North Dakota 
(SNA), Ohio (SNA), Oklahoma (SNA), Oregon (SNA), Pennsylvania (S3S4), Rhode Island (SNR), South 
Carolina (SNR), Tennessee (SNA), Texas (SNA), Utah (SNA), Virginia (S4), Washington (SNA), West 
Virginia (SNA) 

Canada New Brunswick (S2), Nova Scotia (S1), Prince Edward Island (S2N), Quebec (SX) 
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   Other Statuses

   NatureServe Conservation Status Factors

Global Short Term Trend:  
Global Short Term Trend Comments: Population in Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta has declined steadily since 1960s 
(Hassler 1988). Chesapeake Bay population has recovered from large declines that extended through the 1970s (Baker 
1994). See GTHREATCOM. 

Threats: Decline in Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is attributed primarily to toxic substances and to entrainment of young 
in water diversion structures (Hassler 1988). Habitat destruction affected populations in Hudson River, Chesapeake Bay, 
and Albemarle Sound, resulting in drastic declines in mid-20th century (Hill et al. 1989). Excess harvest contributed the 
decline along the U.S. east coast in the late 1970s and early 1980s; hatchery production and restrictions on the harvest 
resulted in population increases in the Chesapeake Bay region by the early 1990s (Diamond 1990). Alterations in habitat 
quality have eliminated native bass populations from most of original range along Gulf of Mexico; but populations 
increasing due to stocking (Hill et al. 1989). 

Distribution 

U.S. States and Canadian Provinces
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