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Lepomis cyanellus - Rafinesque, 1819 
Green Sunfish
Unique Identifier: AFCQB11020
Informal Taxonomy: Animals, Vertebrates - Fishes 
- Bony Fishes - Sunfishes and Freshwater Basses  

© Noel Burkhead & Virginia Dept of 
Game and Inland Fisheries (Fishes of 
Virginia) 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family Genus

Animalia Craniata Actinopterygii Perciformes Centrarchidae Lepomis

Genus Size: C - Small genus (6-20 species)
Concept Reference: Robins, C. R., et al. 1991. Common and scientific names of fishes from the United States and Canada. American 
Fisheries Society, Special Publishing 20. 183 pp.
Concept Reference Code: B91ROB01NAUS
Name Used in Concept Reference: Lepomis cyanellus
Taxonomic Comments: Reported to hybridize with LEPOMIS GULOSUS, L. MACROCHIRUS, and L. MEGALOTIS. Though the 
gender of the name LEPOMIS is feminine (see Bailey and Robins, 1988, Bull. Zool. Nomencl. 45(2):100), the 1991 AFS checklist 
(Robins et al. 1991) retained the masculine ending for CYANELLUS and other species, pending a vote by the ICZN on a petition (by 
Etnier and Warren) to treat LEPOMIS as masculine for nomenclatural purposes. 

Conservation Status  

   NatureServe Status

Global Status: G5 
Global Status Last Reviewed: 23Sep1996 
Global Status Last Changed:  23Sep1996 
Rounded Global Status: G5

Nation: United States 

 
National Status: 
N5 

Nation: Canada 

 
National Status: 
N3N4 

U.S. & Canada State/Province Status 
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