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Pimephales promelas - Rafinesque, 1820 
Fathead Minnow
Unique Identifier: AFCJB32020
Informal Taxonomy: Animals, Vertebrates - Fishes 
- Bony Fishes - Minnows and Carps 

Search for Images on Google

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family Genus

Animalia Craniata Actinopterygii Cypriniformes Cyprinidae Pimephales

Genus Size: B - Very small genus (2-5 species)
Concept Reference: Robins, C. R., et al. 1991. Common and scientific names of fishes from the United States and Canada. American 
Fisheries Society, Special Publishing 20. 183 pp.
Concept Reference Code: B91ROB01NAUS
Name Used in Concept Reference: Pimephales promelas
Taxonomic Comments: NOR chromosomal data support monophyly of the four extant species of PIMEPHALES and suggest that the 
genus PIMEPHALES belongs in a monophyletic assemblage with, among others, the cyprinid genera CYPRINELLA and 
OPSOPOEODUS (Li and Gold 1991); Coburn and Cavender (in press) also indicated that these three genera are phylogenetically 
closely related. 

Conservation Status  

   NatureServe Status

Global Status: G5 
Global Status Last Reviewed: 17Sep1996 
Global Status Last Changed:  17Sep1996 
Rounded Global Status: G5
Reasons: 

 
Widespread in North America; inhabits a variety of aquatic habitats, and tolerant of high temperatures, turbidity, 
and low oxygen.

Nation: United States 

 
National Status: 
N5 

Nation: Canada 

 
National Status: 
N5 
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Comprehensive Report Species - Pimephales promelas

United 
States 

Alabama (SNA), Arizona (SNA), Arkansas (S4), California (SNA), Colorado (S5), Connecticut (SNA), 
Delaware (SNA), Georgia (SNA), Idaho (SNA), Illinois (S5), Indiana (S4), Iowa (S5), Kansas (S5), 
Kentucky (S4S5), Louisiana (S4), Maine (SU), Maryland (SNA), Massachusetts (SNA), Michigan (S5), 
Minnesota (SNR), Mississippi (SNA), Missouri (SNR), Montana (S4S5), Navajo Nation (SNA), Nebraska 
(S5), Nevada (SNA), New Hampshire (SNA), New Mexico (SNA), New York (S5), North Carolina (SNA), 
North Dakota (SNR), Oklahoma (S5), Oregon (SNA), Pennsylvania (S4), South Dakota (S5), Tennessee 
(SNA), Texas (S5), Utah (SNA), Vermont (S4), Virginia (S4), Washington (SNA), West Virginia (S4), 
Wisconsin (S4), Wyoming (S5) 

Canada Alberta (S5), British Columbia (SNA), Manitoba (S5), Northwest Territories (SNR), Ontario (S5), Quebec 
(S5), Saskatchewan (S5) 

   Other Statuses

   NatureServe Conservation Status Factors

Global Abundance: FH

Estimated Number of Element Occurrences: DE

Global Short Term Trend: E

Global Protection: DE

Degree of Threat: D

Distribution 

U.S. States and Canadian Provinces
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